Kidney transplantation from non heart-beating donors.
The use of non heart-beating donor (NHBD) kidneys to expand transplant programmes offers an answer to the problem of donor shortage. This source of kidneys is utilised by very few renal transplant units despite longstanding and growing evidence of equivalent graft function and survival, compared with cadaveric donor organs. This article reviews the selection criteria, technical approaches and logistical organisation involved in NHBD kidney retrieval and transplantation and outlines the evidence for graft function and survival, and patient outcome. The ethical and legal implications of running a NHBD programme are discussed, and some areas of current and likely future research are covered.